Corneal endothelium after refractive surgery.
The endothelium is vital to the health and optical clarity of the human cornea. The safety of procedures to correct refractive errors depends on preservation of an intact corneal endothelium. Disease states and genetic and environmental factors affect the corneal endothelium; an unstable corneal endothelium can impact the success of refractive surgery. Technological advances and recent laboratory findings have improved the ability to assess the endothelium. The status of the corneal endothelium after laser in situ keratomileusis, photorefractive keratectomy, phakic intraocular lenses, and adjuvants to these treatments has been the topic of numerous clinical trials. Safety guidelines for refractive surgery procedures should be followed to minimize deleterious effects on the corneal endothelium. Neither author has a financial or proprietary interest in any material or method mentioned.